
 

 

Sherwood Forest Home Owners Association 
Annual Meeting Minutes 
Sunday, October 20, 2019 

Chatlain Park 

Present: Carol Eubank, President; Jim Norris, Vice President; Allysha Walmann, Secretary; Bob 
Coleman,  Treasurer; Ann Ninneman, Director; Gary Reed, Director; Jake Culwell, Director; LD 
Chamberlain, Director; Absent: Marsha Page White, Director. 

The meeting was called to order at 3:35 p.m. 

Minutes: The minutes from the September 9 meeting were approved. 

Financial Review/Proposed Budget 

 The financial review and proposed budget were distributed by Treasurer Bob Coleman. It was 
suggested to increase the amount for lawn care and island improvements by an additional 
$1,000. The board may consider repairing interior road signs and replacing rotting posts on the 
signs.  

 Trash and brush pickup costs will go up 2% in 2020 as per our contract with Waste 
Management. The new dues payment will be $337.84.  

 Bob reported that the HOA budget is continuing to operate at a positive rate. 

Year in Review 

 Board President Carol Eubank presented the Year in Review. She thanked the members of the 
board and noted that the board has been fiscally responsible when accomplishing the 
neighborhood’s needs. Highlights from the year included:  

 Five new neighbors have moved into three homes in the Forest. 

 In November, the board approved a renewed contract with Deffenbaugh (Waste 
Management), which was renewed at last year’s annual meeting. The five-year contract 
has an annual non-renewal option and the rate for 2019 is slightly lower than 2018. The 
increase per year will be 2%  beginning 2020. The HOA dues and trash fees will be sent 
out prior to January 1, 2020.  

 As voted on and agreed to at the 2018 annual meeting, letters were sent to residents 
with restriction violations. In most cases, residents complied to these requests. 



 Secretary Allysha Walmann set up a general Sherwood Forest email - 
sherwoodforestmerriamks@gmail.com - where minutes, agendas and messages are 
now sent from. Residents can send messages for distribution to all neighbors through 
the inbox.  

 The 2019 budget was approved by the board as specified in the By-Laws. Questions 
were answered concerning past expenditures including charges associated with paying 
dues by installments. It was agreed that in the future, those charges would be incurred 
by the resident and not the HOA. 

 Jake Culwell installed protective fencing around the newly planted tree on the main 
island.  

 Ann and Dennis Ninneman gave the Forest holiday cheer by decorating our entrance 
and street signage.  

 Ann volunteered to collect and preserve a history and ongoing annual meeting minutes. 

 The Architectural Committee, headed by Jim Duggan, received a total of three requests 
for property improvement approval, and each was approved. 

 In March, Bob Coleman reported all but three residents had paid their dues. The board 
agreed a final warning should be sent to the homeowners in writing before a lien was 
placed on their property in accordance with the By-Laws. 

 After getting quotes to have the fallen dead tree at the entrance removed and 
considering using volunteers to do the work. the board reached out to the City of 
Merriam in May. The City agreed to remove the tree based on its proximity to Shawnee 
Mission Parkway, Turkey Creek and power lines. This saved the HOA about $1,000. 

 Dee and Jim Norris and Jake cleaned and reset many of the brick on the main island in 
July. The bricks were donated by Allana Pettigrew. 

 After numerous attempts by several board members to get a reasonable quote for the 
repair of the entrance sign and interior street signs, LD Chamberlain secured a quote by 
the contractor who does lawn care for two of our islands for about ⅓ the cost of another 
contractor. The main entrance sign was repaired. It was suggested that the 2020 board 
look into the replacement/repair costs of the interior street signs.  

 Jake aerated and seeded the main island in September, saving the HOA from the cost of 
hiring a contractor. 

 At a work day Oct. 5, volunteers trimmed trees and vegetation on the main island and 
cleared brush, limbs and trees from both sides of the entrance. The City agreed to pick 
up the limbs. All the help was appreciated.  The board agreed to replace two sumacs on 



the middle island, a bush on the main island, and plants in front of the entrance sign in 
the spring. 

 It was agreed the August Block Party was a success thanks to all who attended. Food, 
entertainment and music all went well. The event came in under last year’s budget at 
approximately $700. We received the block party grant of $200 from the city. It was 
suggested new ideas be explored for next year’s event. 

 For the annual meeting, the board will apply for another $200 grant to cover the cost of 
the food and drinks. 

 

New Business 

 Christmas Decorating Contest: Some neighbors expressed interest in hosting a Christmas 
decorating contest for the neighborhood this year. However, no one volunteered to organize 
the contest, so it may be revisited another year. 

 

Election of Directors 

 The following neighbors were elected to serve as directors for 2020: LD Chamberlain, Bob 
Coleman, Jim Duggan, Ann Ninneman, Jim Norris, Ashley Stambaugh and Carol Eubank.  

 Dee Norris has agreed to continue to head up the island committee. 

 Ann Ninneman recognized Carol’s hard work as president over the last year. While Carol is 
stepping down as president, she will continue to serve on the board. 

 Officers will be elected by the board at its next meeting. 

 

City Council Report 

 Bob Pape, the neighborhood’s City Council representative, highlighted the new sidewalk that 
now connects the entrance to the neighborhood to Chatlain Park. He also reminded attendees 
of Merriam’s large item pickup event and the Nov. 5 local election.  

 

Meeting adjourned. 

Submitted by Allysha Walmann, SFHA Past Secretary 

 


